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and so on. But why are these qualities good ? The subjectivist 
usually takes the position that “good” qualities are those which 
experience has shown us to have a social value. Even he, how- 
ever, must concede that there are two ways of performing an 
action of social value; either perfunctorily, or with an imagina- 
tive sympathy which raises it far above its mundane counter- 
part. There is, in fact, a spiritual quality about goodness which 


true irrespective of whether it is believed to be true by ourselves 
or anyone else. Any scientist will tel] us that much truth remains 
as yet undiscovered, but it is no less truth for that. Truth, like 
beauty, exists independently of men’s opinions or knowledge. 
It is a value, infusing various sets of facts in various degrees, and 
often apprehended (as in the case of higher mathematical 
truths) with an aesthetic elation which is out of all proportion 
to its “reasonable” significance. . 

The foregoing argument may be thought to lead to the con- 
clusion that, inasmuch as beauty, goodness and truth are ab- 
be “values” in the same sense. If this were so, the logical con- 


faculty. It is not the bad man who recognises 
it is, but the good man. Certainly ugliness, evil and falsehood 
may infuse things, actions and facts in the same way as their 
opposites; but the former are recognisable only by contrast with 
Like the moon, the base qualities have no light of their own; 


discern ugliness, evil and falschood with approval. There is, 
as it were, no direct line of communication between a normal 
man and a “Devil” of whom these base qualities might at first 
sight appear to be the outward and visible expression. Found- 
ing our belief in God on the evidence of our spiritual nature, we 
can approach the problem of evil only through the problem of 


For if, as I suggested earlier, the values are to be regarded 
not as separate entities but as merging into one another; if in 
fact, beauty, goodness and truth are really different aspects of 
one and the same Supreme Valuc; then I find no intellectual 
difficulty and much convenience in substituting for the expres- 
sion “Supreme Value” the three-letter word “God. ”It appears 
to me to require a much greater effort of faith to identify God, 
as so defined, with the Creator of the Universe. Why should 


see that much that now appears imperfect 

In any case, I would submit that the difficulty ts of Intle prac- 
tical importance. God as Value we can all know and understand 
im proportion as we take the trouble to develop our spiritual 
perception. God as Value can be the criterion for our own con- 
duct; God as Creator can never be more than a subject for meta- 
physical speculation. There can hardly be two opmions as to 
which aspect of God is the more important for mankind to-day. 
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g! | | Two THOUGHTS arise in the reviewer’s mind in reading 
through the 174th number of the Hibbert Fournal: first, the 
= | courage, and second, the hospitality of its veteran editor, 
' Dr. Jacks. His courage is a matter of his cutting out all 
] cant, and presenting the truth in its disturbing simplicity. 
not by the reason but, like beauty, by the aesthetic and spiritual thing to say, not because they are egotistical scholars,’ but 
| perception in a degree proportionate to its development. because they have lived and suffered, and are deeply con- 
. Goodness is an abstract quality which infuses a man’s actions, cerned about the condition of man. 
i just as beauty infuses material objects. Several of the contributors urge that we can derive 
(«iB So with truth. When a fact or set of facts is true, itremains ' jittle spiritual satisfaction out of the war that has just been 
; waged. We are now presented with a situation, consequent 
. . upon years of warfare, no less perilous than the war itself. 
i | We have almost exhausted the spiritual treasure of a long 
ii era of civilization. ‘Though this is the major, the over- 
| P| minorities have the courage to insist that we should seriously 
su | devote our lives to the solution of it. The real atomic bomb, 
sy J of course, is man, who, having eaten of the fruit of the tree 
im of knowledge of good and evil, and being just sufficiently 
| i ) grown up to despise fairy stories about God and conscience, 
mie} has let loose the unbridled fury of his unredeemed nature 
— upon the world. 
| | clusion would be not God but dualism, and Zoroastrianism The predominant notes of this issue of the journal are 
is : would be nearer the truth than Christianity. However, reflec- sadness and bewilderment. How justly that reflects the 
) ) tion will show that this reasoning is unsound. The very essence mood of the people of the West. Gone are the beliefs in the 
. | | of the values is that their appreciation depends on our spiritual inevitability of Civilization, of Christianity, of Liberalism. 
@ | and aesthetic awareness. It is vital to remember thatourappre- But inevitability is an external faith. In the empty heart 
3. ciation of the obverse of these values depends on the same there rises a new faith, an inner faith of those who are resolved 
= i themselves to live with God, and reform the world by example, 
i 4 . mot precept. Something of this spirit, the reader will find, 
. : is in Dr. Jacks’ Food for Thought, a Retired Schoolmaster’s 
-m School Chapels, an Employer of Labour’s Work and th 
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SiR,—No one seems to disp Dr. Jacks’ thesis that the power of _lie only in its power to be serving him i his need to be increasing i ' 
the orighaal goupel Iny in the belief thae Charlee wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and wen. Once the religious 
But this risen Christ was one and the same as the Messiah who, as schools of Christian thought and practice, adopting freely the method of . 
such, while he lived on the earth had won the devotion and obedience consultation and discussion, are at last able to turn out their scholars as ' 
of the earliest disciples by what were to them his supernatural works men—whole, unified, and complete men—who under the influence of z 
and divine teaching. The resurrection was a conclusive proof of the their pooled wisdom have indeed fulfilled their glorious destiny and are s 
divine claim. (“Declared to be the Son of God with power . . . by the in favour with God and man, then shall there be created A FREE ‘ 
Rom. 1, 4.) RELIGIOUS which shall come into action throughout the 
dreamed of dividing resurrection from prior They were world, establishing ORLD COMMUNITY—A FAMILY OF FREE BEINGS 
both indispenssble phases of the one indivisible significance—the UNITED IN RESPONSIVE LOVE TO THE COMMON FATHER.” * 
he “death than by quoting Bar THE INQUIRER 
: "book which T would commend morning! {uanusctipts for the Editor must reach the Office not Ister than 
“Graeco-Roman culture at ad host of so- Subscription Rates: 13s. per annum (post free). 
over death by resurrection to a renewed divine life... . Address: 14 Gorden Square, London, W.C.1. 
TEL.: EUS. 7554 Editorial: “EUS. 2912 
“Naturally the Apostle, in the theological formulations later offered NEWS FROM THE WEST 
reflection may as a THE WESTERN ASSEMBLY was held at Sidmouth on : 
religion of personal salvation, in which the of Out_of the twenty-four constituent 
religion of personal salvation, in which the of Nazareth represented. @ committee meeting, the 
promised Messiah but also as a saviour-god. ned schoolroom adjoining the Old 
Through identification his death and resurrection, according to te the schoolroom being crowded . 
Paul, we may be redeemed from sin and mortality”, etc. | showed a revived interest in the 
This was the gospel and it met a widespread popular need.—Y; *s on the committee resulted in 
Manchester College, Oxford. R. Nicol C M. R. Dickin, and the Rev. W. Beer. Sir 
Sm,—If I may say so, with Dr. Jacks’ interpretation of 
was W. 
Christianity 1 find myself in almost complete agreement. But scted: the Rév. G. Randall as 
would like to know is the practical conclusion to be drawn fic Sunc School Secretary, and Aldermen Goodall ; 
view was truce? The minister, the Rev. Chandler, was 
on which I do not agree with Dr. Jacks is that, after all, there & 
moral and spiritual teaching and example attributed to Jesus and was that both vases, for the senior division and 5 
identify that as Christianity and choose to call ourselves Christ pene won Uy Sie Delia School. Mr. and 
do not see who is going to stop us.—Yours, R. F. Ratt President the General Assembly end Prescot of “ 
ALFRED AGAIN! response to the warm welcome they received. 
You are a delightful old Gentleman who has service was by the Rev. Lawrence : 
now enjoying more leisure and good health and a | - ee was the Rev. G. Randall Jones. In the c 
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luck. But really, you must not, in the serenity of me”, the preacher said: “There - 
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Cam that, according to recemt Report of the | 
days are filled people” (often because they must of the Churches, the district with the highest 5 
troubled, not because pity themscives, but ip im proportion to its total membership is 
immense pressure of and doubt they are $0, Our attendance is not what it ought to be, 
pity for humanity and i a ae people might stir up ncw life in cur Western 
self-interest and $0 assembled for tea, at which thanks to Mr. 
No, my dear Alfred, if your friend Theo needed a ther Presidential visit, and to the Sidmouth 
self-pity is not a common today. We are mot as as D. B. Fraser and the Rev. E. 
all that Moecting, which was again crowded to 
other explanation of your letter is thet you had too much sun copaciy, i | 1 CO akers were 
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This booklet has been prepared by the R.E.D. for the 
use of elder scholars, Y.P.L. members, and Ministers’ 
Many of our Churches have bought copies for their 
members—one District Association is sending copies to 
ae all Churches on their roll. 

Have you bought your copy yet? 


You will want more! 


The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 
THE SAMUEL JONES FUND 


The Income of the above fund is applied in augmentation of the | 


salaries of such conscientious Dissenting Ministers as shall stand most 
in need of assistance, and as the Trustees shall approve, preference being 
given to those who have been students of Manchester College, Oxford. 

The Managers meet annually in October for the purpose of making 
grants. APPLICATION must, however, be in hand Nor LaTer THAN 
JuLy 1, and must be on a form obtained from the Secretary, Hexpert 
Gimson, 46 Ladbroke Square, W.11. 


Can any church supply Connell’s Nine Services for Rhyl 
Strect Mission? — G. Bevesicy, €7 South Hill Park, 
ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
PREPAID RATES 
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per line extra. 
Discount for series of 6 : 
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Organizers by une 7. 


entitled “The Necessity of Doubt’” 


Total in hand week ending May 25th, £67,978 10s. 8d. 
HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 
Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 
“Newlands”, The Drive, Ringway, Nr. Altrincham. 


Watch this space for weekly announcements. 


£100,000 APPEAL FUND 
| Cash and Promises 


Park Lane on 152 
To ae? Please make returns up to 31 to Area 


KIELTY, ary. 
Secretary. 


Have seen the first number of VISTAS ? “The most i con- 
tribution - . . it extends to over 14 pages, is an essay by Mr. 


—Bath Chronicle. 2. 64. from 
W. H. Smith, or Publisher, Wessex Press, Taunton. 


means. As we get ready to rebuild our 
bombed Cathedral we find we are 
recovering Christian Unity. The Anglican = 
and Free Churches will jointly own the 
Christian Service Centre and Chapel of 
Unity which form an integral part of the 
new Cathedral plan. 


You cam get a bookict about this great undertaking 
fom: The Appeal Secectary, The Bishop's Hour, 
Covemtry. is helpang— through the War 

Scheme —to build the walls. Will you hrip to 
found the unieed Christian Service Centre ? 3 
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